Learning Disability – Impact on Family, Education and Social Life

Family: 
· Grief reaction: loss of “perfect child”.

· Tension – parent to parent, parent to sibling, siblings to siblings.

· Jealousy amongst siblings for attention.

· Increased attention needed for child.

· Teenagers – Life after schooling?

Capacity for independence?

When parents die?

Education: 

· Postcode lottery for provision of educational support.

Well off local authorities Vs. poor areas. 

Variation between schools, teachers etc.

· Fighting your corner – assertive, articulate parents able to broker best deal for their children.

· Red tape in getting needs assessed and met.

· Statementing to get educational needs met - ?Stigma.
· Less florid problems e.g. dyslexia may get less attention.

Social: 

· Time – OPD’s / illness etc. Which parent attends?

· Financial – 
Time off work.

Aids and appliances.

Books.

Educational support.
· Time out – 
Time for parents together.

Difficulty getting childminders.

· Social exclusion – child disruptive / Invites dry up.

CARERS: Family and friends comprise 70% of carers. 1.5 million carers in UK who work > 20 hours per week. 20% have never had a break, 65% admit that their own health has suffered.
